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FROM THE DESK OF PRESIDENT JANET BOZZONE

Next Meeting: September 29, 2026 Ciao, Village Squares Quilters! | can’t believe we are

Location: In person drawing to the end of another summer. It really is true

Program: VSQ Annual what they say...the older you get the quicker time

. Luncheon passes. | had so many ambitious plans...so many
chedule: .

10:30 a.m. o el plans. | had hoped to put a dent in the stack of my UFO

(UnFinished Obiject) pile, but did manage to reorganize

11:00 a.m. General Membership > . ;
Meeting my sewing studio (well, sort of) and shockingly managed
to find more UFOs strategically hidden in the chaos. But
11:45 a.m. Show n Tell instead of tackling my stack of UFOs, | chose to take on
200 : NEW projects. | decided | needed to create some mini-
:00 p.m. End of the day’s . .
activities. traveler cross body bags with coin purses for my

girlfriends to take on our trip to Sicily in October. | also
volunteered to assemble a T-shirt quilt for the National Network for Oral Health Access
(NNOHA) for their auction at their 2026 Conference. Because of the date change for both the
VSQ meeting and the NNOHA conference, | am going to be unable to attend either because of
the already planned Sicily trip. Howevever, the mini-travelers turned out so well that | thought |
could create more as part of a fundraising effort for the guild. The design is from Kandou
Patterns, but | added included coin/card purse (Sewingtimes) which can be attached to the key
fob lanyard | attached in the back pocket. This way you will never leave your purse on the
checkout counter when you are in a COOP market in Florence, since it stays attached to the
bag.

| have some travel themed fabric that has worked nicely with them, so my girlfriends already
snatched those up. | will bring my collection to the September meeting, but if you have a
special request, | can customize them as needed. | can even make a dedicated left-handed
style. | am investigating whether it is feasible to feature these bags and other handcrafted
items on Michael’s Makers or Etsy, so we can expand our fundraising efforts to people outside
of the guild. Check them out below — aren’t they the cutest!

Our next meeting will be held at the Westchester Reform Temple on Tuesday, September 291",
Our speaker RaNae Merrill will present “How | Became a Spiromaniac”. RaNae began quilting
in 1989 by finishing a quilt her grandmother had been making when she died in 1976. Later

she found a collection of nine-patch squares in a trunk that had belonged to her grandmother
and began using them to create baby quilts for her nieces and nephews. As people admired
her designs and encouraged her to pursue quilting professionally, she initially dismissed the
idea. In 2005, she brought several fabric design ideas to a few manufacturers for feedback.
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Blank Quilting purchased one of the groups she presented. As she was leaving the meeting,
the designer encouraged her to attend Quilt Market in Houston, where she discovered that
quilting could become a career. Since then, she has published several books on spiral and
free-motion quilting, and I'm sure she will dazzle us with her beautiful creations.

As usual, our gathering will begin at 11:00 a.m. with mingling and lunch, followed by our
business meeting and Show ‘N Tell. Our guest speaker will begin her presentation immediately
afterward. Please bring all of your wonderful creations to share! | can’t wait to show you my
mini-traveler collection. | hope to see you all on September 29th! J Bo
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REMINDERS

e Food restrictions at WRT — no pork products, no shellfish and no nuts

e Should there be any last-minute changes to the meeting location, VSQ will contact
you via email (for those with email) or phone (all others) as per VSQ's snow
emergency procedures. So, please check email (or voicemail) before leaving home for
the meeting.

e Please wear your name tag.

e Refreshments FOR VSQ MONTHLY MEETINGS - members are invited to bring a
dessert or refreshment to share at our meetings. If you would like to contribute,
please contact Jean Moccio at jmoccio@optimum.net.

e The VSQ dues for 2026-2027 are $60 for the year. Please submit at your earliest
convenience — at the September meeting or via mail to Janet Bozzone or Maryanne
Byrnes.
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] CALENDAR — Upcoming VSQ Meetings
2026 Format
September 29 In-House Meeting
October 13 In-House Meeting
November 10 In-House Meeting
December 15 In-House Meeting
January TBD Zoom Meeting
February TBD Zoom Meeting
March 9 In-House Meeting
April 13 In-House Meeting
May 11 In-House Meeting
June 8 End-of-Year Luncheon
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UPCOMING PROGRAM

On Tuesday, September 29th, our guest speaker, RaNae Merrill, will present “How | Became
a Spiromaniac. "RaNae began quilting in 1989 by finishing a quilt started by her grandmother.
Years later, she discovered her grandmother’s nine-patch squares and used them to create
baby quilts for her nieces and nephews. In 2005, a fabric collection she designed was
purchased by Blank Quilting, and a designer encouraged her to attend Quilt Market in
Houston. There, RaNae realized she could turn her passion for quilting into a career. Since
then, she has published several books on spiral and free-motion quilting. We look forward to
seeing her beautiful creations and hearing her inspiring story!

e

~ DMEMBERSHIP — (James Seisfeld)

We're pleased to announce that James Seisfeld has agreed to serve as our New Member
Liaison. Many of us know James for his creative and beautifully quilted jackets, and

we're delighted he'll be welcoming and supporting our newest members. VSQ Badge Kits --
If you're missing your VSQ name badge or would like a replacement, James will have a
supply of VSQ badge kits available at our in-house meetings.
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MEMBER NEWS - Celebrations, Remembrances & Warm Wishes

@ Celebrating a Very Special Birthday! Please join us in wishing Shel Hoffman,
longtime member and husband of Carole, a very happy 99th birthday, which he celebrated on
July 26th! What a wonderful milestone! We send Shel our warmest wishes for a happy and
healthy year ahead. Happy Birthday, Shel!

i

% Remembering Jeri Serota - It is with great sadness that we share the news of the
passing of Jeri Serota on August 3rd. Jeri was a longtime and avid quilter and crocheter who
relocated from California two years ago. She spent her final days in home hospice care,
surrounded by her daughters and extended family. Jeri was laid to rest in California. At this
time, there will be no local memorial service. Our heartfelt condolences go out to Jeri’s
family and loved ones. May the wonderful memories they shared bring them comfort during
this difficult time.

“In Loving Memory of Chester Fox - We are also saddened to share that Chester Fox,
Rose Fox’s father-in-law, passed away on August 2nd at the age of 99. We extend our
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deepest sympathy to Rose and her family and hope they find comfort in the many memories
they hold dear.

@A Thought for All of Us - As we celebrate life’s special milestones and remember those
who have touched our lives, may we all continue to cherish the time we have with our loved
ones. Wishing all of you and your families good health, happiness, and many meaningful
moments together.
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Sewing, Sharing & Giving Back

June 2026 Quilt Donations Report (Maria Eyckman

Donor Number of Quilts Recipient
Candace Abrams 1 crocheted afghan Project Linus
Lisa Moore 1 bed throw Elizabeth Seton
Jean Moccio 1 quilt Elizabeth Seton

Visit the VSQ website to explore all our donation sites

Blythdale Children's Hospital - New member Marianne Ciulla has been teaching her
grandson Bennett how to sew. Since last September they have made and delivered 8
children's quilts to the hospital. Bennett has cerebral palsy and is able to utilize the push-
button control on the Brother sewing machine to participate. His family is incredibly proud of
his wonderful accomplishments! Way to go Bennett!!

Charity Corner - Quilts & Pillowcases Donations — (Janice Ewing) - A heartfelt thank you to
our members from Project Linus, Westchester County Share House, and Freedom House —
recipients say each quilt brings a warm hug, and they're deeply grateful for your hard work and
generosity. Janice has been pairing her quilt donations with pillowcases made using the easy
"taco method" — no matching fabric required! If you have extra fabric on hand and time to
spare, adding a pillowcase is a wonderful bonus for recipients. Going forward, please note any
pillowcase donations on the donations report form along with your quilt.

Immigrant Women Sewing Class (Doris Capello) - In early May, VSQ members began a new
series of sewing classes for women at Catholic Charities in Yonkers. The four-week program
started with reading pillows, thanks to the generous support of Jean Powers. VSQ members
also donated children’s books so each student could take home a special gift for her family.
The following weeks featured string quilt squares, aprons, and finally small tote bags made
from the students’ quilted squares. Each class offered an opportunity to learn new skills while
creating something useful and personal. Most importantly, the classes fostered a wonderful
spirit of friendship and sharing. Students and instructors learned from one another, with
“Necesita ayuda?” (“Do you need help?”) becoming the unofficial motto of the group.
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Many thanks to Peggy Altman, Deb Johnston, and Connie Walsh for their help in designing
and teaching the classes. It was a fun and rewarding experience for everyone!

Local Quilt Group Receives a Generous Donation (Becky Demir) - Creating Community,
One Stitch at a Time -“My goal is to create a sewing community,” said Susan Wolman, leader
of New Rochelle Public Library’s Open Sewing (NRPLOS). Her vision came to life when a
conversation about the Doles Senior Quilters’ (DSQ) need for a long-arm quilting machine led
to a wonderful gift. Susan connected Becky Demir with her friend Anne Frascarelli of Village
Squares Quilters, who generously donated her Tin Lizzie 18 long-arm quilting machine to
DSQ.

Although finding room for the 12-by-6-foot machine was a challenge, the quilters made it work!
Anne later spent a day at the Doles Recreation Center setting up the machine and teaching
members how to use it. This generous gift connected sewists from NRPLOS, Village Squares
Quilters, Doles Senior Quilters, former Pelham Quilters, and the newly formed Creative
Quilters Guild. Best of all, within a month, DSQ had quilted its first charity quilt on the new
machine! This is what creating a sewing community looks like—one conversation, one
connection, and one generous act at a time. The Creative Quilters Guild welcomes new
members. Meetings are held the third Wednesday of each month at noon in Mount Vernon.
Contact Doris Green at greenydoris@gmail.com.
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QUILT SHOWS, EXHIBITS OF INTEREST (and other miscellaneous
quilting-related info)

VSQ Member Spodight: Lenl Wiener — Save the date -- our own Leni Wiener will be
teaching a Thread Painting workshop at Christie's Quilting Boutique in Norwalk, CT,

on Saturday, October 3, 2026, from 10:00 AM-3:00 PM. Leni, author of Thread Painting:
Simple Techniques to Add Texture and Dimension and several other quilting books, will
share techniques for using free-motion stitching to add color, texture, detail, and lettering to
your quilts. A little free-motion experience is helpful, but beginners are welcome. Be sure

to bring a sewing machine that allows you to drop the feed dogs and a darning foot. Have
questions? Leni will be at our September meeting. To register, contact Christie

at quilt@christiesquiltingboutique.com or call (203) 807-8458.

Quilit Festival Sponsored by Northern Star Quilting Guild — St. Marks Episcopal Parish
Hall (85 East Main Street, Mt. Kisco). Friday, October 9 (10— 4) and Saturday, October 10
(10- 4) NSQG will be displaying members’ quilt creations as well as a guild raffle quilt

VSQ September 2026 -5-


https://www.northernstarquilters.com/event/quilt-festival/

and throw quilts and mini-quilts for sale. Nominal fee to enter.

A webslte that may be of Interest - www.shophopinc.com: Here you will find Shop Hops
organized in the different regions of the U.S.

Hurrlecane Helene Rellef (ongoing) Keepsake Quilting, a shop in North Carolina, is collecting
and distributing quilts to hurricane victims. Please send donations to: Keepsake Quilting, 505
Aztec Drive, Archdale, NC 27265.

Handwerlk: Celebrating American Crafit 2026: Craft in America (www.craftinamerica.org) is
a LA-based non-profit organization founded in 2004 with the mission to promote and advance
original handcrafted work through programs in all media. Craft in America has announced
Handwork: Celebrating American Craft 2026, a year-long collaboration among
organizations, educators, and makers to celebrate the diversity of the crafts that define
America, bringing compelling stories and underrepresented art and artists into the spotlight.
The Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian American Art Museum is the lead partner for the
initiative and will host the core exhibition for the project. For more info:
www.craftinamerica.org

UPDATE = Mancuso Show Management — Looking for a fun day trip? Kate recommends
Mancuso Show Management (quiltfest.com), which runs quilt shows in VA, PA, and online—
featuring competitions, workshops, and vendors like Berina, Pfaff, and Baby Lock. Volunteer
and earn credit toward a workshop! The PA Show is just 2 hours away—easy day trip territory.
Kate went last year and can't wait to go back. Check out the website and ask Kate if you have
qguestions!

Malling Tlp = Rene Santos shared a great tip for saving on shipping costs: Pirate Ship offers
discounted UPS and USPS rates that can be as little as one-third of standard prices.

For example, shipping a 5-pound box of quilts to Rhode Island would have cost about $24
through UPS or USPS, but only a little over $8 through Pirate Ship. Using the smallest possible
box can also help keep costs down. There’s no cost to sign up. Check it out and start
saving on shipping! https://ship.pirateship.com/
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BERNINA Sewing Machines
BERNINA Accessories
Fabrics, Notions

Sewing Machine Repair

128 Radio Circle Drive
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

PINS AND NEEDLES

Phone: 914-666-0824

info@pinsandneedlesny.com
www.pinsandneedlesny.com

Angie's Longarm
Quilting Services

For Professional Quilting

Tol # 845.878-7289
abv1053@comeast.net

Address

Follow GPS To
3 pleasantView Ct,
Patterson, NY. 12563

Call Angié‘s

SEWING MACHINES ETC.
SALES / AUTHORIZED SERVICE

THANK YOU FOR 49 YEARS SUPPORT

DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL MACHINES
6 N CENTRAL AVE, HARTSDALE, NY
914-682-0595

MR. MITCHELL
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