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FROM THE DESK OF PRESIDENT JANET BOZZONE

Happy New Year Village Squares Quilters! 

I want to extend heartfelt wishes for joy, creativity,
and good health to every member of our quilt guild and your families. I hope 2026 will be a
year filled with new hope, diversity, unity, and promises of a brighter future for ourselves and
the world. As I enter day 12 of enduring a bout of that dreaded flu A, I promise to make no
New Year’s resolutions regarding quilting. There will be no promises to refrain from buying
more fabric, to not starting any new projects before I finish my UFOs, or purchasing any new
gadgets and notions that appeal to me. Life’s too short to limit our ambitions and imagination.

Right now, I am hoping that this cough will surrender before I do.
Our next gathering will be held via Zoom as planned on Tuesday, January 13, 2026. We will
start with a board meeting at 10:30 a.m. and doors will open for the general membership at
11:00 a.m. We will have a business meeting, and our presenter, Karen Eckmeier, will begin 
her lecture on “Happy Villages and Accidental Landscapes” at noon. I anticipate that we will 
have sufficient interest to host her workshop, “Accidental Landscapes: Mountain Views” after a
short break. We have room for a maximum of 24 participants, but will need a minimum of 10 to
make the workshop viable. I will be sending a survey asking for commitment and with
maximum enrollment, the cost will only be $20 each. The supply list is short and most of us will
have supplies and enough scraps and in our own stashes, but for those who don’t, I am sure
many of us have an abundance to share.

Karen had been a fixture in the local quilting community for many years, especially when The
Country Quilter was still open. She has presented to our guild in the past, but she now does 
her teaching exclusively via Zoom. She continually leaves her students with the confidence to
actually create these lovely scenes. I am happy we have the ability to share her talent and
simple techniques with us, in order to develop our own masterpieces.

I hope you will be able to join us. Stay warm and safe and until then, “I will be trying to keep
VSQ in stitches.”

Now…about that stack of UFOs…
J Bo

REMINDERS

 Food restrictions at WRT – no pork products, no shellfish and no nuts

 Should there be any last-minute changes to the meeting location, VSQ will contact 
you via email (for those with email) or phone (all others) as per VSQ's snow 
emergency procedures. So, please check email (or voicemail) before leaving home for 
the meeting.  

 Please wear your name tag.
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**************

CALENDAR – Upcoming VSQ Meetings

2026 Format

January 13 ZOOM

February 10 ZOOM

March 10 in person

April 14 in person

May 12 in person 

June 9 Annual Luncheon

*********

                      Upcoming Program
                                                       
Our presenter, Karen Eckmeier, will present her lecture on “Happy Villages and Accidental 
Landscapes”.  Karen had been a fixture in the local quilting community for many years, 
especially when The Country Quilter was still open. She has presented to our guild in the past, 
but she now does her teaching exclusively via Zoom. She continually leaves her students with 
the confidence to actually create these lovely scenes. I am happy we have the ability to share 
her talent and simple techniques with us, in order to develop our own masterpieces.
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Membership - Jean Borsellino

Mailing Tip from Rene Santos

Here is how to save $ on sending parcels via UPS or USPS. (Costs can be down to 1/3 of 
what these services charge at their counters or on line; for example, I sent a 5 lb box of quilts 
for donation to Rhode Island and found it would cost about $24 with either carrier; but on Pirate
Ship, it cost me only $8 plus change; I also found that shipping things in the smallest box 
possible by LxWxH dimensions gets you the lowest price for the same weight).

PirateShip appears to have bulk discounts with these carriers and are able to pass the savings
to subscribers. Subscription is FREE when you sign up. Check it out! And please pass this on 
to VSQ members.

https://ship.pirateship.com/

**********

  December 2025 Quilt Donations Report
Maria Eyckmans

We're excited to share the latest updates on our members’ generous quilt donations! Thank 
you to everyone who continues to give their time and talent to support this effort.
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Donor Number of Quilts Recipient

Ernestine Bryant 1 child’s quilt Elizabeth Seton Children’s 
Center

Debra Johnson 1 child’s quilt Elizabeth Seton Children’s 
Center

                           To see the donation sites, please visit the VSQ website.

***********

 BEDFORD BABIES 
(Doris, Alice & Ida)

The young moms at the Bedford Women's Correctional Facility continue to sew and make 
quilts for their babies.  They are learning about quilting under the direction of LeeAnn one of 
the women at Bedford.  Currently there are six mothers with their babies in the Nursery, all 
eager to make quilts for their babies and their children at home.  One mom has already made 
six quilts, all very colorful ones.  She is excited about sewing and is eager to receive more 
fabric to make more quilts.  

If you’d like to donate fabric, please bring it to the VSQ meetings. If you’re able to help with 
cutting, we’d appreciate that as well. Requested sizes: 6½" squares, 33" × 45" pieces for 
backs, and 4½" × 45" strips for borders.  Please also remember we cannot bring the 
following colors to the prison - BLUE, ORANGE OR BLACK (BOB colors). Any fabric or 
cut pieces can be given to me or Deb Johnson. 

*********

   QUILT SHOWS, EXHIBITS OF INTEREST (and other miscellaneous 
quiltingrelated info)

A website that may be of interest - www.shophopinc.com: Here you will find Shop Hops 
organized in the different regions of the U.S.  
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Hurricane Helene Relief (ongoing) Keepsake Quilting, a shop in North Carolina, is collecting 
and distributing quilts to hurricane victims. Please send donations to: Keepsake Quilting, 505 
Aztec Drive, Archdale, NC 27265.

Handwork: Celebrating American Craft 2026:  Craft in America (www.craftinamerica.org) is a 
LA-based non-profit organization founded in 2004 with the mission to promote and advance 
original handcrafted work through programs in all media.  Craft in America has announced 
Handwork: Celebrating American Craft 2026, a year-long collaboration among organizations, 
educators, and makers to celebrate the diversity of the crafts that define America, bringing 
compelling stories and underrepresented art and artists into the spotlight. The Renwick Gallery
of the Smithsonian American Art Museum is the lead partner for the initiative and will host the 
core exhibition for the project.  For more info:  www.craftinamerica.org

Our newest VSQ member, Kate Pendzuk, recommends: Quiltfest.com. This site gives you a 
choice of virtual and actual quilt shows to consider.
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