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                   FROM THE DESK OF PRESIDENT JANET BOZZONE

Happy December, Village Squares Quilters!

I do hope everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiving celebration. I don’t know about all of you 
but besides giving thanks for the blessings we have received over the past year, my favorite 
part of the feast is leftovers.  Oh, the joys of turkey sandwiches, turkey soup, turkey tetrazzini, 
and last but not least…turkey stromboli.  I have often heard others say, “When man plans, God
laughs.”  I counter with, “When woman plans, God Himself needs a good explanation!” So, as I
prepared for our small family gathering, having dismissed my husband’s suggestion to dine 
out, my back decided it too had other plans.

As a result, thoughts of a more thorough housecleaning, and more elaborate preparations 
disappeared in a wink…or should I say…a tweak!  But with an ice pack strapped to my back 
and the help of my daughter and sister-in-law, we managed to get another fabulous dinner on 
the table. I now have soup on the stove and turkey tetrazzini on the menu for tonight.  

Now, I hope you are all looking forward to our next meeting on Tuesday, December 9 th, when 
our guest speaker Paula Nadelstern returns to share her presentation, “Symmetry & Surprise: 
The Kaleidoscope as Design Inspiration.” I had the pleasure of attending a workshop she gave
in Houston, and I just found a piece to share at show and tell. Our meeting begins as usual at 
11:00 a.m. for lunch and mingling, which is followed by our business meeting, show and tell, 
and finally, our guest speaker.  And now, as the year draws to a close and the festive season 
surrounds us, I want to extend my heartfelt wishes to each and every one of you. Whether you 
are gathering to celebrate Christmas, lighting candles on your menorah for Hanukkah, or the 
kinara for Kwanza…or perhaps simply savoring the spirit of togetherness or observing one of 
the many other religious holidays…may your days be filled with warmth, joy, and creativity.

This season reminds us of the beauty of tradition, the comfort of shared stories, and the 
strength we find in community—the very same qualities we celebrate in our quilting. Thank you
all for your friendship, your inspiration, and the beautiful pieces you contribute to our various 
charities and those fabulous creations you share at show and tell throughout the year.

May your homes be bright with laughter and love, your hands busy with delightful creations, 
and your hearts full of peace and hope. Here's to a season of light, kindness, and colorful 
stitches—wishing all of you and your loved ones, a very joyous holiday season!  With warmest 
holiday cheer!

J Bo (aka Janet Bozzone)

REMINDERS

 Food restrictions at WRT – no pork products, no shellfish and no nuts

 Should there be any last-minute changes to the meeting location, VSQ will contact 
you via email (for those with email) or phone (all others) as per VSQ's snow 
emergency procedures. So, please check email (or voicemail) before leaving home for 
the meeting.  

 Please wear your name tag.

**************
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CALENDAR – Upcoming VSQ Meetings

2025 Format

December 9 in person

2026 Format

January 13 ZOOM

February 10 ZOOM

March 10 in person

April 14 in person

May 12 in person 

June 9 Annual Luncheon

*********

                      Upcoming Program
Join us on Tuesday, December 9, 2025, as we welcome back guest speaker Paula 
Nadelstern for her inspiring presentation, “Symmetry & Surprise: The Kaleidoscope as Design
Inspiration.” Don’t miss this opportunity to hear from a renowned artist whose unique approach
to color, pattern, and design continues to captivate audiences.
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Membership - Jean Borsellino

VSQ saw a wonderful attendance of new members at the November meeting.  Let's welcome 
Jim Siesfel, Susan Farstrup, Alice Ulm and Nancy Gottlieb. A big thank you to Rene Santos 
who helped to welcome these fellow quilters.    

Susan Farstrup – I started sewing with a Singer, inherited from my grandmother, took classes 
and began making my own garments. I proudly wore a pantsuit I made in the early 70s when 
teachers finally were allowed to wear slacks to work! I began quilting when I retired. Living 
close to Lancaster, PA, where there is a large Amish community, most of my exposure was to 
traditional quilting. When I moved to Florida, I joined the Sarasota Modern Quilt Guild and 
found my creative home. I belonged to several quilt guilds in Florida, all had modern quilting SIG 
groups, including mine – “The Mod Squad.”  Nancy Gottlieb - I began quilting nearly 50 years 
ago and have never stopped! I machine piece and hand quilt, and I especially love choosing 
fabrics—approaching the design process much like I once approached painting. I truly enjoy 
every step of quilting. Over the years, I’ve gifted or donated most of the quilts I’ve made. 
Quilting is my hobby, my creative outlet, my therapy, and my joy. I’m looking forward to getting 
to know the other guild members and sharing our love of quilting. Thank you for welcoming 
me!  Jim Siesfeld - a life-long resident of southern Westchester County, I grew up in a very 
creative environment which fostered and ingrained my inner-creativity. I credit Ruth Brassfield, 
my eighth grade Home Economics teacher for teaching me how to sew.  Clothes (and many 
Halloween costumes for my children) and home furnishings were my go-to sewing projects 
until I took my first quilting class with my wife in the early 1990’s.  I have been quilting ever 
since.  Lately, I have been focusing on making quilt jackets.  Also, I recently started as a 
volunteer Instructor at New Rochelle Public Library Open Sewing Program.  Professionally, I 
am an Environmental Scientist and apply my creativity to help protect our environment.   Alice 
Ulm - I began quilting in the ’90s. Since I was working then, it often took me a while to finish 
each project. Over the years I quilted on and off, and after retiring I was able to dive in more 
wholeheartedly. I started sending each grandchild off to college with a quilt, and I’ve made a 
few for my daughter and even one for a friend. I also have several quilts I’ve made for myself 
that I rotate on my own bed. I enjoy trying new designs, but I usually find myself returning to 
traditional patchwork.

**********

  November 2025 Quilt Donations Report
Maria Eyckmans

We're excited to share the latest updates on our members’ generous quilt donations! Thank 
you to everyone who continues to give their time and talent to support this effort.
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Donor Number of Quilts Recipient

Joann Roselli/Janice Ewing/Lisa 
Moore

9 lap quilts Women’s Shelter

Candice Abraham/Janet Bozzone 3 (infant’s afghans) White Pl. Hospital NICU

Janet Brodie/Janet Bozzone 1 baby quilt White Pl. Hospital NICU

Maureen Carline/Susan Wolman 2 quilts Furniture Sharehouse

                           To see the donation sites, please visit the VSQ website.

***********

 REVISED VSQ BYLAWS
  Bylaw Review Committee - Pat Julian, Chair, Jean Moccio and Maxine Shaines

At the November 2025 meeting, members of the guild approved the Bylaw Review Committee's 
proposed amendments, "Final VSQ Bylaws Proposed Changes - October 2025".  The Bylaws 
document has now been updated to reflect these approved amendments and the document, 
"Bylaws of Village Squares Quilters - Final - Revised November 2025", has now been updated onto
the secure area of the VSQ website.  Please contact our member liaison, Jean Borsellino, if you 
need assistance locating the Bylaws.  Finally, heart-felt thanks to my co-members on the Bylaw 
Committee for your active participation and valuable input throughout this process.  As "they" say - 
"I couldn't have done it without you!"  Pat.

***************

BEDFORD BABIES 
(Doris, Alice & Ida)

The young moms at the Bedford Women's Correctional Facility continue to sew and make 
quilts for their babies.  They are learning about quilting under the direction of LeeAnn one of 
the women at Bedford.  Currently there are six mothers with their babies in the Nursery, all 
eager to make quilts for their babies and their children at home.  One mom has already made 
six quilts, all very colorful ones.  She is excited about sewing and is eager to receive more 
fabric to make more quilts.  

If you’d like to donate fabric, please bring it to the VSQ meetings. If you’re able to help with 
cutting, we’d appreciate that as well. Requested sizes: 6½" squares, 33" × 45" pieces for 
backs, and 4½" × 45" strips for borders.  Please also remember we cannot bring the 
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following colors to the prison - BLUE, ORANGE OR BLACK (BOB colors). Any fabric or 
cut pieces can be given to me or Deb Johnson. 

*********

   QUILT SHOWS, EXHIBITS OF INTEREST (and other miscellaneous 
quiltingrelated info)

A website that may be of interest - www.shophopinc.com: Here you will find Shop Hops 
organized in the different regions of the U.S.  

Hurricane Helene Relief (ongoing) Keepsake Quilting, a shop in North Carolina, is collecting 
and distributing quilts to hurricane victims. Please send donations to: Keepsake Quilting, 505 
Aztec Drive, Archdale, NC 27265.

Handwork: Celebrating American Craft 2026:  Craft in America (www.craftinamerica.org) is a 
LA-based non-profit organization founded in 2004 with the mission to promote and advance 
original handcrafted work through programs in all media.  Craft in America has announced 
Handwork: Celebrating American Craft 2026, a year-long collaboration among organizations, 
educators, and makers to celebrate the diversity of the crafts that define America, bringing 
compelling stories and underrepresented art and artists into the spotlight. The Renwick Gallery
of the Smithsonian American Art Museum is the lead partner for the initiative and will host the 
core exhibition for the project.  For more info:  www.craftinamerica.org

Our newest VSQ member, Kate Pendzuk, recommends: Quiltfest.com. This site gives you a 
choice of virtual and actual quilt shows to consider.
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